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* Definition: 

        A common highly infectious disease caused  

by fertilized females of a mite called Sarcoptes 

scabiei. It is associated with severe itching 

(Latin: scabo, to scratch) 

 

• Incubation period: 2 – 3 weeks (Primary) 

•                                    Reinfection (???) 



Etiology: 



10-15 adult ♀ 

40-50 eggs 

/life cycle 

The adult ♀ mite dies after one month, while 

the ♂ dies immediately after copulation 

Eggs hatch 

after 3-4 days 



* Mode of infection: 

Close contact with the patient 

Indirect, by using clothes or bed of the patient 

(Mite can not live away from the host more 

than few days “2-5 days”) 

Contact with infected animals 



* Clinical picture: 

Severe itching, especially at night 

Skin-colored or grey curved ridges (burrows) 

are characteristic 

Papules, vesicles,  

pustules & scratch  

marks 
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